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OF PARTICULAR CRUELTY THE LETTER ADDRESSES COX'S 9 YEAR 
OLD SON, WHO IS THE MEMBER OF THE FAMILY MOST CONCERNED 
ABOUT HIS FATHER'S SAFETY, AND IT SPEAKS TO HIM IN A MOCK 
AVUNCULAR TONE. 


4. COX HAS TAKEN THE LETTER TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
HARGUINDEGUY . NEITHER HARGUINDEGUY NOR COX BELIEVE 
THAT THE MONTONEROS AUTHORED IT. HARGUINDEGUY, SUGGEST- 
ING THAT SUCHLETTERS ARE THE PRICE OF PUBLIC LIFE IN 
ARGENTINA, DID NOT THINK IT TERRIBLY IMPORTANT, 
PARTICULARLY BECAUSE IN HIS VIEW REAL TERRORISTS ACT 
RATHER THAN WRITE THREATS. HE DID PROMISE TOLOOK INTO 
THE MATTER, HOWEVER, 

5. COX BELIEVES THAT THE LETTER WAS PROBABLY WRITTEN 
BY THE SAME PEOPLE WHO, ANGERED AT TIMERMAN' S RELEASE, 
THREATENED HIM AFTER JACOBO TIMERMAN' S DEPARTURE IN 
SEPTEMBER. HE SUSPECTS THAT THEY MAY BE CONNECTED 
WITH NAVY SECURITY FORCES. HE DOES NOT HOWEVER BELIEVE 
THAT THIS THREAT IS PART OF A GOA CAMPAIGN TO INTIMIDATE 
TIMERMAN INTO SILENCE BY THREATENING TIMERMAN' S 
FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS IN ARGENTINA. IN FACT, COX HAS 
TOLD US ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT IN HIS OPINION 
ALLEGATIONS OF SUCH THREATS OF REPRISALS ARE WITHOUT 
FOUNDATION. MOREOVER, HE NOTED THAT WHEN HE BRIEFLY 
CONSIDERED LEAVING ARGENTINA IN SEPTEMBER IN THE FACE 

OF THREATS, PRESIDENT VIDELA SENT HIM A PERSONAL MESSAGE 
EXPRESSING THE HOPE THAT HE WOULD REMAIN IN THE COUNTRY. 
COX AND HIS FAMILY HAVE LONG BEEN PLANNING TO SPEND THE 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS WITH HIS RELATIVES IN ENGLAND. WHILE 
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CONCERN ABOUT THIS LATEST THREAT HAS CAUSED HIM TO MOVE 
UP THOSE PLANS A BIT, HE HAS OF YET MADE NO DECISON ON 
WHETHER HE WILL PERMANENTLY LEAVE ARGENTINA. 

6 . WE TOO DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE MONTONEROS WERE THE 
AUTHORS OF THE LETTER. IT IS POSSIBLE ELEMENTS OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES OPERATING WITHOUT GOA APPROVAL OR 
KNOWLEDGE MAY WELL HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE. THE MENTION 
OF TWO OFFICERS OF THE EMBASSY WAS GRATUITIOUS AND 
INSIDIOUS BUT WE DO NOT FEEL THAT THEY ARE UNDER ANY 
IMMEDIATE THREAT. WE ARE LOOKING INTO THE MATTER WITH 
THE GOA. 
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